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Privacy Notice for Clients
1. Data Controller
My name is Kevin Farquharson. I am a sole practitioner barrister in England and Wales, practising under my own practising certificate, and using the trading name, ‘Charles Street Chambers’, which is not a separate regulated entity. I act as the Data Controller for personal data received from clients as part of my practice. My contact details are at the foot of this page. I do not act as a Data Processor for clients, solicitors, or other third parties. I protect the personal data of my clients in accordance with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR), the Data Protection Act 2018, and guidance issued by the Bar Standards Board and the Bar Council. This policy explains how I handle client data and outlines the measures I take to ensure your data is secure and processed lawfully.
2. The Data I Collect
I only collect data relevant to the case for which I am instructed. This includes names, contact details, case files, sensitive data (e.g. medical or criminal records), and any other data directly relevant to the case.
3. Legal Basis for Processing
Processing client data is necessary for: (a) compliance with legal obligations (b) the performance of a contract (c) the establishment, exercise, or defence of legal claims, and (d) legitimate interests in providing legal services.
4. How Client Data is Collected
Data may be collected directly from the client directly, via their solicitor (if applicable), the court, or other authorised third parties and/ or organisations.  
5. Sharing of Data
Client data may be shared with courts, instructing solicitors, and relevant third parties where necessary for legal proceedings, or where required by law or regulation, with the client’s full knowledge and consent. In certain limited circumstances, client data may be disclosed without the client’s consent. This may occur where I am under a legal duty to disclose information (for example, to comply with a court order or anti-money laundering obligations), where disclosure is necessary to prevent a serious crime or risk of serious harm to an individual, or where required by my professional regulator.
6. Data retention 
I retain client data for the period necessary to meet legal and regulatory obligations, which is 7 years from the conclusion of the case, after which digital records will be securely deleted.
7. Client Rights
Under UK GDPR, clients have rights to access, correct, erase, and object to the processing of their data. Requests should be made in writing to info@cschambers.co.uk. Requests for data erasure will be considered in line with data protection law and professional obligations. 
8. Data Security
I take the security of client data seriously. Appropriate technical and organisational measures are in place to prevent unauthorised access, loss, misuse, or disclosure. These include secure device access, encryption, password protection, and the use of GDPR compliant cloud-based systems with strong security standards.

Personal data is stored digitally and handled in a paperless environment, with access restricted solely to me as the data controller. In the unlikely event data is lost or compromised, I will act promptly in accordance with data protection law, including notifying affected individuals and the Information Commissioner’s Office where required.
9. Complaints
If a client has concerns about how their data has been handled, they should email me and I will respond and act promptly in addressing any data issue or concern. Clients are entitled to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office should they wish (ICO), telephone 0303 123 1113 www.ico.org.uk. 
May 2025. This notice is reviewed and updated as required to comply with legal standards.


www.charlesstreetchambers.co.uk

Regulated by The Bar Standards Board | Insured by the Bar Mutual Indemnity Fund

www.charlesstreetchambers.co.uk

Regulated by The Bar Standards Board | Insured by the Bar Mutual Indemnity Fund
image1.jpg
@ CHARLES STREET CHAMBERS




